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The Federal Fair HousingAct requires code officialsto make* reasonable
accommodetions’ that will ensure personswith disabilitiesarenot discriminated againgt
or excluded from the nation’sneighborhoods. Code officialscontinue, however, to
have an obligation to enforce necessary safety requirements. Inthiscontext, thecase
of homes sponsored by Oxford House, Inc. was presented to the Department of
Community Affairs. The Department reviewed the specificsof thiscase, including
the degree of oversight provided by the sponsor and the potential discriminatory
effect of changing the (use) group designation of thesehomes. The Department has
determined that, as a specific, reasonabl e accommodation, homes sponsored by
Oxford House, Inc. will continue to be classified as a Group R-5 occupancy
(International Code Council Group R-5, Building Officialsand CodeAdminigtrators
Use Group R-3) provided that thefollowing conditionsare met:

1. Therearefewer than 16 occupants, each of whom is capable of prompt
evacuation;

2. Eachhomehasbattery-operated smoke detectors on each floor and outside
the bedrooms;

3. Eachhomehascarbon-monoxide detectorsinthevicinity of each deeping
areg,

4. Eachbedroom hasan operable window with amaximum sill height of 44
inches, awidth of at least 20 inches, aheight of at least 24 inches, and a
minimum total areaof 5.7 squarefeet measured fromhead to sill and from
sidetoside; and

5. Each homethat isfour stories or more in height has a second means of
egress.

Becausethesehomesarerental properties, aCertificate of Smoke Detector
and Carbon M onoxideAlarm Complianceissued by the designated Uniform Fire
Codeenforcing agency isrequired to verify Items 2 and 3 abovewhen anew Oxford
Houseisestablished in an existing single-family home. Sincethereisno change of
useunder the Uniform Construction Code, no further ingpection or other enforcement
actionisrequired. (Thisbulletin doesnot address municipal requirements, such as
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municipal property maintenance ordinances, that apply to al sngle-family homesor to
all rental properties.)

If there are any questions regarding the application of the reasonable
accommodation for Oxford House, pleasefed freeto call the CodeAssistance Unit at
(609) 984-7609. Becausethisbulletin appliesonly to Oxford House, please call
regarding applying therequirementsof the codeto any other residentia programs.
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